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Message from  
the IVDW  
President  
Weôve come a long way since our founding 

three short years ago. Weôve fielded 

candidates and supported good Democrats, 

some of whom have won, while others have 

lost. We have organized and coordinated 

fund raising events and candidate forums. 

We have walked parades and made 

thousands of phone calls. We have joined forces with other powerful 

womenôs political organizations in order to hone our skills and become a 

well-organized, disciplined and effective political force to be reckoned 

with. We are the ground troops, the boots on the ground, and the 

thoughtful, wise women of the Democratic party, and our voices are being 

heard throughout the state and the country. 

ǒJobs 

ǒEducation 

ǒWomenôs Health Care 

ǒVoting Rights 

Weôll keep you informed so that 

we can keep helping to elect good 

Democrats. 

We are an open-minded and 

dedicated group of Democratic 

activists who welcome and 

encourage your participation. Please join us as we work to support 

Democratic candidates who represent and protect your interests. 

  Jeralyn Backes 

  President, IVDW 
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SIPOVICðAuthor and humorist Garrison 
Keillor wrote ñWhen you wage war on the 
public schools, you're attacking the mortar 
that holds the community together. You're not 
a conservative, you're a vandal.ò  His words 
perfectly address the current scheme of 
privatizing education by opening charter 
schools, introducing merit pay for teachers, 
and decreasing funding for public schools.  
Conservative think tanks led by corporate 
leaders, such as Bruce Rauner, have used 
fear and a heated rhetoric to confuse people 
into thinking their neighborhood schools are 
failing because of overpaid, incompetent 
teachers.  Rauner and others promote the 
idea of free market principles (i.e. competition, 
choice) to open charter schools that rob public 
schools of their funding.  The premise is that if 
families have a choice to send their children 
somewhere other than the public school, and 
the competition will drive the neighborhood 
school to perform better.  In reality, there is 
little evidence that students in charter schools 
perform any better on standardized tests than 
students in traditional public schools.  What 
charter schools really do is create a two-tiered 
system.  The students who come from families 
who have the agency and resources to apply 

to charter schoolsðwho can reject students 
from economically disadvantaged families and 
those with learning differences and special 
education needsðwill leave the neighborhood 
school, with students with the highest needs in 
the school that has lost funding to the charter 
school.   

While the privatization of schooling hasnôt yet 
ñtrickled downò to much of downstate Illinois in 
the form of charter schools, other free market 
principles have.  The Common Core 
Standards (CCS) were not created by 
teachers and had very little input from those in 
the trenches of working in a public school.  
They are disguised as promoting ñrigorò and 
ñcomplex thinking,ò but unnecessarily raise 
standards when so many students cannot 
meet the current learning objectives, due to a 
myriad of reasons.  Compare the standards to 
running.  If you were barely able to finish a 
three-mile race, would you feel very confident 
or excited about learning if you now had to run 
a marathon?  In reality, these new standards 
will be used to justify school closures, create 
more charter schools, and rob funding from 
public schools as more and more schools do 
not meet the learning targets measured by 
standardized tests.  There will likely be more 
cases of cheating and corruption, similar to 
what happened in Atlanta Public Schools.  
Students will turn away from the path of 
becoming lifelong learners as they will 
become over-tested and stressed with the 
onslaught of standardized testing.  Can public 
schools do a better job of reaching the needs 
of all students and increasing student 
achievement?  Absolutely.  Instead of trying to 
privatize schools, state governments need to 
better fund education, the federal government 
needs to fully fund anti-poverty programs, like 
Head Start, and more parents need to 
become stakeholders in their childôs future.  If 
it takes a village, we need cooperation, not 
corporations.    

Public school advocate  Lt. Gov. Sheila Simon talks with 
local candidates and activists Dawn Reglin, Janice 
Wamhoff, Rick Wilkins at an IVDW event 
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